








Regulation on horizon for carbon, with
or without congressional action

Likely increases in electric bills will result

ederal curbs on emissions of car-

bon dioxide, a greenhouse gas
blamed as a principal cause of cli-
mate change, are quickly becoming
a reality. It’s just a matter of which
government branch gets there first:
legislative, executive — or both.

In December the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA),
part of the executive branch, declared
that six key greenhouse gases, includ-
ing carbon dioxide, are endangering
public health and welfare. Emissions
from motor vehicles of four of those
greenhouse gases, including carbon
dioxide, are also said to contribute
to dangerous air pollution under this
“endangerment finding.”

“This action puts a ‘foot in the
door’ for EPA to promulgate sweeping
new regulations that could impose
strict limits on carbon emissions from
power plants, driving up electric
bills,” warns Glenn English, CEO of
the Arlington, Va.-based National
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion (NRECA), which represents the
interests of the nation’s 900-plus con-
sumer-owned and governed electric
cooperatives.

The concern is that with car-
bon dioxide emissions from vehicles
falling under federal Clean Air Act
regulation, other emitters of carbon
dioxide — fossil fuel-fired power
plants included — may also soon be
subject to EPA oversight.

“The Clean Air Act as written
was never designed to deal with car-
bon, and it would be awkward at best
and probably a disaster at worst,” Eng-
lish adds.

Electric co-ops believe that any
controls on carbon dioxide should be

established by Congress, where
the impact of these proposals
can have a full public debate.
Unfortunately, a climate change
bill passed by the U.S. House
last summer (H.R. 2454) and
another reported by the U.S.
Senate Environment and Public
Works Committee in November
(S. 1733) include unachievable
goals and timelines for reducing
carbon dioxide emissions, inad-
equate technology development
incentives and no guarantee
that electric bills will remain
affordable. Current proposals
will unfairly penalize consumers
in fossil fuel-dependant states
by saddling them with higher
bills to essentially subsidize and
lower electric bills for those in
other regions.
What’s more, Senate lead-
ers have admitted that climate
change legislation has stalled
and will likely be picked up sometime
in the spring. This legislative logjam
makes it all the more important for
co-ops and consumers to pay careful
attention to EPA’s current efforts.
English insists that any climate
change legislation should protect
consumers and preempt use of the
federal Clean Air Act and any other
existing laws. Otherwise, utilities and
businesses could be burdened with the
task of trying to comply with more
than one set of regulations.
“Regulation of carbon dioxide as
a pollutant will occur with or without
congressional input,” English ex-
plains. “But Congress must not simply
add new legislation on top of old
regulations. Any climate change bill

should become the roadmap — the
single strategy — for reducing carbon
dioxide emissions at federal, state, and
local levels.”

He continues: “By staying en-
gaged in the process, electric co-ops
can have a measureable impact on
the outcome.”

Electric co-ops are fighting to
ensure that any climate change policy
goals adopted are fair, affordable and
achievable. To make your voice heard
in this debate, join NRECA’s Our En-
ergy, Our Future™ grassroots aware-
ness campaign at www.ourenergy.
coop. To date, more than 600,000 of
your fellow co-op consumers across
the country have already done so.
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